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European Patent Number: 0643357 
CLAIMS 

1. A text input method comprising: 

a step for entering a line of text data, 
character by character; 

a dictionary step for storing 
a plurality of data consisting of a line of text data 
such as an abbreviation or a shorthand, and associated 
word data in a dictionary; 

characterized in that said associated 
word data contains one or mere relevant words and 
in that the method comprises; 

a step for determining a unique line 
of text data in said dictionary which includes said 
entered line of text data, without a further 
special key depression, at the time of each character 
input: 

a step for entering one or more additional 
character data and for determining a unique word among 
plural relevant words which terminates with said entered 
data, or which includes said entered data in the remaining 
part of word other than that was successfully collated, 
without a further special key depression, at the time of 
each character input; and 

a step for replacing said entered line of 
text data with what was determined by said step for determining 
said unique line of text data or by said step for determining 
said unique word, without a further special key depression. 

2. A text input method comprising: 

a step for entering a line of text data, 
character by character: 




a dictionary step for storing a plurality 
of lines of text data; 

a step for identifying plural lines of text 
data with the same stem of word in said dictionary each of 
which include said entered line of text data, entering one 
or more additional character data, and determining a unique 
line of text data among said identified plural lines of text 
data, which terminates with said entered data or which 
includes said entered data in the remaining part of line of 
text data other than that was successfully collated, 
without a further special key depression, at the time of each 
character input; and 

a step for replacing said entered line of 
text data with what was determined by said step for identifying 
and determining said unique line of text data, without a furhter 
special key depression. 

3. The method of any of the preceding claims, wherein the method 
comprises: 

a step for entering a line of text data, 
and adding 1 to a data input counter, character by 
character; 

a dictionary step for storing 
a plurality of lines of text data with unique position 
count given to each line of text data: 

a step for determining a unique line 
of text data with said unique position count in said 
dictionary which is the same as the contents of said 
data input counter and which includes said entered 
line of text data, without a further special key 
depression, at the time of each character input: 

a step for identifying plural lines 
of text data which include said entered line 
of text data, and determining a unique line of text 
data with said unique position count in said 



dictionary which is the smallest or largest number 
among said identified lines of text data, comparing 
said unique position count with the contents of said 
data input counter, without being actuated by the 
depression of a special function key, at the time of 
character input. 

4. The method of any of the preceding claims, 
wherein the method comprises: 

a step for determining a unique 
line of text data which has the same first and last 
parts as those of said entered line of text data and 
which include some other data between said first and 
last parts of said entered line of text data, regardless 
of the continuity of said some other data to be 
equivalent while collating between said entered line of 
text data and those in said dictionary, either from 
left to right comparison for said first part and its 
following data or from right to left for the comparison 
for said last part and its preceding data, without being 
actuated by the depression of a special function key. 
at the time of character input. 

5. The method of any of the preceding claims, 
wherein the method comprises: 

a step for determining said unique line of 
text data which has the same leading part as said 
entered line of text data and which has the same end 
part as the remaining part of said entered line 
of text data, without being actuated by the depression 
of a special function key, at the time of data input. 

6. The method of any of the preceding claims. 



wherein the method comprises: 

a step for entering a line of text data 
consisting of a string of characters or character strokes; 

a dictionary step for storing a plurality of lines of 
text data consisting of a string of characters or character 
strokes; 

a step for determining a unique line of text 
data which includes said entered line of text data or 
which includes the first data followed by some other 
data of said entered line of text data to enter, without 
being actuated by the depression of a special function key 
at the time of data input: 

a step for replacing said entered line of 
text data with what was determined by said step for 
determining said unique line of text data, or 
generating and output-ting the print image generated 
using said line of text data which was determined 
by said step for determining said unique line of 
text data. 

7. The method of any of the preceding claims, 
wherein the method comprises: 

a step for determining a unique line of 
text data comprises determining a predetermined 
number range of lines of text data in said dictionary; 

a step for identifying and determining 
a unique word comprises determining a predetermined 
number range of words data in said dictionary: and 

a step for identifying and determining 
a unique line of text data comprises determining 
a predetermined number range of lines of text data 
in said dictionary. 

8. The method of any of the preceding claims. 



wherein the method comprises: 

a dictionary step for storing a plurality 
of lines of text data which are organized in a random 
access manner. 
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